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SPEECH BY THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY MEMBER FOR ADELAIDE, 
MR JACK WRIGHT, OPENING WESTERN YOUTH CENTRE EXTENSIONS. 
13.10.73 
I AM DELIGHTED TO BE HERE TODAY REPRESENTING THE STATS GOVERNMENT 
ON AN OCCASION AS IMPORTANT TO THE WESTERN YOUTH CENTRE AS THIS. 
THERE IS NO DOUBT OF THE URGENT NEED IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA FOR 
BETTER FACILITIES IN WHICH YOUNG PEOPLE CAN MEET, RELAX AND 
ENJOY THEMSELVES. 
WE ARE ALL - AND QUITE PROPERLY - CONSCIOUS OF OUR 
RESPONSIBILITY TO HELP AGED CITIZENS AND THE HANDICAPPED 
MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY. 
YOUTHS' NEEDS ARE JUST AS URGENT AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
THEIR NEGLECT ARE JUST AS DAMAGING TO SOCIETY AS A WHOLE 
BUT THEY OFTEN DON'T GET THE SAME SYMPATHETIC RESPONSE. 
PAGE 2. 
FORTUNATELY THOUGH FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA GENERALLY AND ITS 
YOUNG PEOPLE PARTICULARLY THERE .ARE PEOPLE WHO DO CARE AND 
WHO ARE PREPARED TO PUT IN SOME DARNED HARD WORK TO SEE 
THAT THOSE NEEDS ARE MET. 
AS A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT I HAVE GOT TO KNOW AND APPRECIATE 
THE FANTASTIC AMOUNT OF DRIVE AND ENTHUSIASM WHICH GOES INTO 
RUNNING AND IMPROVING THE WESTERN YOUTH CENTRE. 
SINCE I HAPPEN TO REPRESENT THE DISTRICT I MAY BE A BIT BIASED, 
BUT I THINK THIS CENTRE IS THE BEST IN THE STATE AND I AM 
SURE THE 750 YOUNG PEOPLE WHO. USE IT WILL AGREE WITH ME. 
NOW WITH THESE NEW FACILITIES - THE RESULT OF MANY MONTHS OF 
VOLUNTARY WORK - THE BEST WILL BE EVEN BETTER. 
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I KNOW I SPEAK FOR DON DUNSTAN AS TREASURER AND LEN KING 
AS COMMUNITY WELFARE MINISTER WHEN I SAY THEY REGARD THE 
ALLOCATION FROM STATE FUNDS OF $6,750 FOR THIS PROJECT AS A 
VERY GOOD INVESTMENT - LITERALLY - IN THE FUTURE OF SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 
IT IS MONEY THE GOVERNMENT IS DELIGHTED TO SPEND. 
THE GOVERNMENT GENERALLY IS INTENT ON WIDENING THE SCOPE 
AND RANGE OF FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO YOUNG PEOPLE. IT HAS 
SPENT SOME $99,000 ON YOUTH GRANTS OF VARIOUS KINDS IN THE 
YEAR TO JUNE 1972. IN THE FINANCIAL YEAR JUST ENDED THIS 
WAS DOUBLED TO $200,000. 
PAGE 4. 
IT IS A MATTER OF GREAT SATISFACTION TO ME THAT THE 
WESTERN YOUTH CENTRE GOT ITS SHARE. AND I AM SURE THAT IT 
MUST BE A MATTER OF GREAT PRIDE TO THE EXECUTIVE AND 
VOLUNTARY WORKERS OF THE CENTRE TO LOOK AROUND TODAY AND 
SEE JUST HOW WISELY THE MONEY HAS BEEN SPENT AND JUST WHAT 
THEY HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO. 
I THINK THAT ONE OF THE MOST ENJOYABLE THINGS ABOUT THIS 
DISTRICT IS THE GENUINE COMMUNITY SPIRIT WHICH EXISTS HERE, 
THE WILLINGNESS TO HELP A NEIGHBOUR OR A NEWCOMER. 
IT IS SOMETHING WE SHOULD ALL BE PROUD OF AND SOMETHING 
WHICH WE MUST DO ALL WE CAN TO FOSTER. 
NOWHERE IS THIS MORE APPARENT THAN HERE. 
I DO MOST SINCERELY CONGRATULATE ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN THIS 
OUTSTANDINGLY SUCCESSFUL PROJECT. 
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I AM SURE THAT IN THE OBVIOUS PLEASURE THAT HUNDREDS OF 
YOUNG PEOPLE WILL GET OUT OF IT THEY WILL RECEIVE THEIR 
REAL THANKS. 
I HAVE VERY MUCH PLEASURE IN DECLARING THESE NEW EXTENSIONS 
OPEN. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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